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April 14, 2020

Dear Parents and Guardians,

Given the current situation with COVID-19, the government’s directives, and our commitment to
keeping your child safe, a decision to cancel our grade 8 graduation trip must be decided upon
now to ensure a full refund for families. Therefore, I must share that the Grade 8 Trip to Niagara Falls
scheduled for June 2020 has been cancelled.

The staff at SDSS know this information is going to be very sad news for many of our students as this
trip is seen as a celebration to mark the momentous occasion of graduating from grade 8. The
students often see it as a rite of passage and many feel it is more important than graduation
itself. We appreciate you sharing this news with your child and supporting him/her in processing
this information.

Thanks to deliberate planning, preparation and contract negotiation, we booked our trip with an
excellent company who will be providing a 100% refund. Many families have paid for the first two
installments of the trip at a cost of $300. I recognize that you would benefit from receiving a refund
as soon as possible. Therefore, I sent a message to our tour company asking them to begin the
process of refunding the deposit to the school as we have paid the first installment of the trip
already. Once we receive the money in our account from the travel company, we will begin the
process of refunding families. Families who paid using school cash online will receive an immediate
refund into their bank account. Families that paid by cash or cheque will need to demonstrate
patience. It is trickier to refund these payments as we are required to write cheques to individual
families. Office professionals are not able to work in our schools right now and do not have access
to the materials and platforms needed to make this happen quickly. We will figure out a plan but it
may take time.

In addition, the Kernels Popcorn fundraiser was completed for this trip. All fundraising monies will
be redirected to the school. Specifically, money raised will go to support the following:

Subsidizing of day field trips (if possible) for the grade 8 class in June 2020;
Support of graduation celebrations;

• Subsidizing of future field trips for students in financial need; and/or,
Elementary Student Council initiatives.

Again, it is with disappointment that I share the news that the Grade 8 Trip to Niagara Falls in June
2020 has been cancelled. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to email me or
contact your child’s teacher.

Yours sincerely,

Melissa Mcl
Principal
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